





I met the girl 
under full-bloomed cherry blossoms, 
and my fate has begun to change. 

4 


Naoshi Arakawa 



STORY & CHARACTERS 


In the autumn of Kosei Arima’s 12th year, his mother died, 
causing him to lose the ability to play the piano. He lost his purpose, 
and his days lost all color, continuing on in a drab monotone. But in 
the spring when he was 14, his encounter with the exceptionally quirky 
violinist Kaori Miyazono started to change his fate. 

Kaori had advanced to the second round of the Towa 
Music Competition, and she ordered Kosei to provide her piano 
accompaniment. However, since his mother’s death, Kosei had 
become unable to hear the music when he focused too intently on his 
performance. At the competition, although Kosei had learned to play the 
accompaniment precisely, he suddenly lost track and grew confused. In 
response, Kaori, knowing full well that it could mean disqualification, 
stopped playing and urged him on. 

“Again.” That one word gave the boy courage, and he delivered 
a performance that won him a hearty round of applause from the entire 
audience. 



The seasons moved onward, to the last summer of Kosei’s 
middle school career. His classmates Watari and Tsubaki fought valiantly 
to win their various summer tournaments, but were defeated. At Kaori’s 
request, Kosei entered the Maiho Music Competition alone. Rivals who 
knew Kosei way back when lay in wait, eager to defeat their long-time 
foe! The favorite to win, Takeshi Aiza, gave a masterful performance, 
and another rival, Emi Igawa, proudly faced the piano. 
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YOUR LIE IN APRIL FEATURED MUSIC 

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH’S WELL-TEMPERED 
CLAVIER, BOOK 1: PRELUDE AND FUGUE NO. 3 
IN C-SHARP MAJOR BWV 848 


The Prelude, which reminds one of twinkling, spar¬ 
kling lights, was originally written in 1720 for Bach’s 
oldest son, who was nine years old at the time, as a 
piece for the Klavierbiichlein. The pure joy of life, like 
that of an energetic child at play, is what gives this 
piece its charm. When it is combined with the active, 
rhythmical fugue, the pianist must move her fingers 
quickly and precisely in order to bring out the beauty 
of this piece. 


The composition is in C-sharp Major, which means 
that all seven notes in the scale have a sharp attached. 
Normally, because C-sharp and D-flat are the same 
note, this piece would be considered as having 
been written in D-flat Major. The D-flat key would 
have only required five flats, as opposed to seven... 
However, Bach attempted to write it with sharps. In 
that respect, we can see the energy in this piece, as it 
constantly strives to go higher. 

(Pianist Masanori Sugano, lecturer at Tokyo University 
of the Arts and Musashino Academia Musicae) 


Watch it on YouTube (Search “Monthly Shonen Magazine 
Your Lie in April Featured Music”) 
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YOUR LIE IN APRIL FEATURED MUSIC 


CHOPIN’S ETUDES OP. 25, NO. 11 IN A MINOR: 
WINTER WIND 


Because of its intensely expressive passages, this 
famous piece is named lovingly after the winter wind 
that causes dried leaves to dance. Overflowing with an 
especially pianistic charm even among the etudes of 
the poet of the piano, this piece was acclaimed by the 
great German conductor and pianist Hans von Biilow 
as perfect piano music. 

The sounds created by the magnificent movements of 
the right hand tend to steal the show, but the real key 
when playing this piece is the sonorous melody played 
by the left hand. An exquisite balance of superior 
technique and emotional melody can make this gem of 
a famous composition truly sparkle. 

(Pianist Masanori Sugano, lecturer at Tokyo University 
of the Arts and Musashino Academia Musicae) 


Watch it on YouTube (Search “Monthly Shonen Magazine 
Your Lie in April Featured Music”) 
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YOUR LIE IN APRIL FEATURED MUSIC 


JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH’S WELL-TEMPERED 
CLAVIER, BOOK 1: PRELUDE AND FUGUE NO. 15 
IN G MAJOR BWV 860 


The prelude contains a passage where both the right and left hands 
are playing 16th notes quickly, and you get a strong sense that this 
piece requires technical practice. This prelude may seem somewhat 
monotonous, but it enhances the radiance of the fugue, which is 
packed with musicality. 

The melody of the fugue is played at a relaxed pace, and then 
it overlaps, as the musical patterns invert between the right and 
left hands. This forms a complex puzzle world, that has even the 
experts debating which part of it is the main melody. The per¬ 
former must find his own answer and express it in this very mature 
composition. 

(Pianist Masanori Sugano, lecturer at Tokyo University of the Arts 
and Musashino Academia Musicae) 


Watch it on YouTube (Search “Monthly Shonen Magazine Your 
Lie In April Featured Music”) 

Special Thanks: 

AKINORI OSAWA 
MASANORI SUGANO 
RIEKO IKEDA 
KAORIYAMAZAKI 




Translation Notes 


Magnifique,page 53 



If you guessed that this teacher 
didn’t speak French in the 
original Japanese text, you 
guessed right! The teacher 
actually used the Russian word 
“khorosho,” which means 
“good” and has been adopted 
into the Japanese language. 

The translators chose to use the 
French “magnifique” instead, 
because it’s more commonly 
used in English and hopefully 
wouldn’t slow the readers 
down as much. 


Deciding with a pencil, page 125 



For a little more detail, Kaori 
chose Kosei’s pieces for the 
competition by using a pencil 
like dice. As you can see, she 
carved a number into each side 
of the pencil, and assigned a 
number to each of the possible 
pieces. Then she rolled the 
pencil, and chose the piece 
based on which number was on 
top when the pencil stopped. 


-192- 





Three-year killer/three-type pork, page 166 

Tsubaki’s killer move, 
sangenton, is either named 
after a favorite food—it 
means “three-type pork”, 
and comes from three-way 
cross-bred pigs—or was 
the first thing Tsubaki could 
come up with that started 
with the word “three” and 
had three parts to it. Her 
friends call it a three-year 
killer, indicating that its 
victims will die in three 
years from its harmful 
effects. 



-193- 





Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters his ele¬ 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children's cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat¬ 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 


Available now in print and digitally! 
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“Arakawa proves to be 
more than up to the task 
of adapting Tanaka’s 
fantasy novels and fans of 
historical or epic fantasy 
will be quite pleased with 
the resulting book.” 

-Anime News Network 


ECBATANA IS BURNING/ 


Arslan is the young and curious prince of Pars who, despite his best efforts doesn't seem 
to have what it takes to be a proper king like his father. At the age of 14, Arslan goes to 
his first battle and loses everything as the blood-soaked mist of war gives way to scorching 
flames, bringing him to face the demise of his once glorious kingdom. However, it is Arslar 


The heroic legend of 


READ THE NEW SERIES FROM THE CREATOR OF 
FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, HIROMU ARAKAWA/ 
x NOW A HIT TV SERIES/ 


destiny to be a ruler, and despite the trials that face him, he must now embark on a journey 


to reclaim his fallen kingdom. 


Available now in print and digitally! 


Hiromu Arakawa/Yoshiki Tanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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"Maria's brand of righteous 
justice/ passion and plain talking 
make for one of the freshest 
manga series of 2015. I dare any 
other book to top it." 

—UK Anime Network 








A superhero like none 
>u ve ever seen, from the 

■ten-tt-i 


Ichiro Inuyashiki is down on his luck. He looks much 

OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE’S A USELESS COWARD. So WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


Then a blinding light fills the sky, and the old man 

IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 


COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS WITH COLOR PAGES! 
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© Hiro Mashima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Fairy Tail takes place in a world filled with magic. 17-year-old Lucy isl 
a wizard-in-training who wants to join a magic guild so that she can 
become a full-fledged wizard. She dreams of joining the most famous guild, 
known as Fairy Tail. One day she meets Natsu, a boy raised by a dragon 
which vanished when he was young. Natsu has devoted his life to finding 
his dragon father. When Natsu helps Lucy out of a tricky situation, she 
discovers that he is a member of Fairy Tail, and our heroes’ adventure 
together begins^ I /? 
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AFTER DEMONS BREAK 
THROUGH INTO THE HUMAN 
WORLD, TOKYO MUST BE 
QUARANTINED. WITHOUT 
POWER AND STUCK IN A 
SUPERNATURAL WARZONE, 
17-YEAR-OLD KAZUYA HAS 
ONLY ONE HOPE: HE MUST 
USE THE " COMP ", A DEVICE 
CREATED BY HIS COUSIN 
NAOYA CAPABLE OF SUM¬ 
MONING AND SUBDUING 
DEMONS, TO DEFEAT THE 
INVADERS AND TAKE BACK 
THE CITY. 




DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 20131 


The art is gorgeous, a combination ot beautiml 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments.” 

—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 


stars. 


ply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
t a series you want to miss.” 

—Anime News Network 
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lible to stop watching this story 
-Japan Media Arts Awards jury 
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“A very funny look at what happens when 
two strange and strangely well-suited people 
try to navigate the thorny path to true love 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT...MAYBE? 

Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster.” 
Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. 
Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair Haru 
firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 
he’s insane. 




© Robico / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


COMICS 




“The show provides a pleasanttwindow 5 
on the highs and lows of ...young love with 
two young people who. are first timers at 
the real thing.” 

-The Fandom Post 

“Always it is smarter, more poetic, more 
touching, juft^plain better than you think •: 
it-.is going to be.” 

-Anime News Network 


Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need them! 

But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 


! Hazuki / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 




For Shion, an elite student in the technologically sophisticated 
city No. 6, life is carefully choreographed. One fateful day, he 
takes a misstep, sheltering a fugitive his age from a typhoon. 
Helping this boy throws Shion’s life down a path to discovering 
the appalling secrets behind the “perfection” of No. 6. 
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When Takeru adopts a new pet, he’s in for a surprise—the dog is 
none other than the reincarnation of Sherlock Holmes.With no 
one else able to communicate with Holmes, Takeru is roped into 
becoming Sherdog’s assistant, John Watson. Using his sleuthing 
skills, Holmes uncovers clues to solve the trickiest crimes. 
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TOMARE! 


You're going the wrong way! 

Manga is a completely different type 
of reading experience. 

To start at the beginning. 

Go to the end! 

That’s right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese way— 
from right to left, exactly the opposite of how American books are 
read. It’s easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the book and read 
each page—and each panel—from right side to left side, starting at 
the top right. Now you’re experiencing manga as it was meant to be! 




